


“The dish represented the shared territory, although it is important to 
remember that sharing territory for hunting did not involve interfering 
with one another’s sovereignty as nations. It represented harmony and 
interconnection, as both parties were to be responsible for taking care of 
the dish.”

- Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, Looking after Gdoo-naaganinaa: Precolonial Nishnaabeg Diplomatic 
and Treaty Relationships. Wicazo Sa Review 23(2), 29-42.

The alternative [to extractivism] is deep reciprocity. It’s respect, it’s 
relationship, it’s responsibility, and it’s local.

- Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, in conversation with Naomi Klein in Dancing the World into Being: A 
Conversation with Idle No More's Leanne Simpson. Yes! Magazine. March 6, 2013





Presentation Schedule
1sssTIM

10:40-10:50 How to (Not) Cheat with ChatGPT Mélina Nzeza

10:50-11:00 The Chinese are Spying on Us!: Racialized Discourse on Cyber Espionage Abigail Atmadja

11:00-11:10 Connor the Cloud”: A Consideration of Data Discourse in Children’s Books Cassie Turkstra

11:10-11:20 Unlinking the Chain: A Guide to Breaking Data Linkages and Protecting Your Zeina Abouchacra

11:20-11:30 Validating or Violating: An Introspective Look on How Health Information is 
Used Online

Elsie Sheppard

11:30-11:40 BREAK

11:40-11:50 Data Dunk, An Investigation of the Application of Data-Driven Decision-
Making in Basketball

Kiyaan Chavoshi

11:50-12:00 Operation Aspire: An Investigation of Spotify’s Podcasters AI Translation Milica Hinic

12:00-12:10 All AI is Local: Rejecting the Pernicious Myth of Universalism in AI Discourse Elisabeth Greve

12:10-12:20 Sustain!: A Zine about Digital Archiving, Community, and Preserving Queer Amanda Jarvis

12:20-1:00 DISCUSSION















































Connor The Cloud: 

Cassie Turkstra
CMSTMM 720: Data Cultures 
Dr. Andrea Zeffiro 

2024 April 26

A Consideration of Data Discourse in Children’s Books



• Myths and misconceptions informed by 
language and word choice

• Deconstructing illusive imaginaries

• Connection to “Data Cultures” 

About The Zine
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• Fear and misconceptions develop 
around Artificial Intelligence and 
data-driven technologies

• Goal: prompt reflections and 
begin asking questions

Data imaginaries are constructed 
through language: 

Aim and Intent 

Offering a way forward. 
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Children’s Books and “Connor The Cloud”

• Early childhood education and popular children’s 
books (grades 1-6)
• Stories as a reflection of the adult mind
• The future generation and STEM

“Kids are too young”
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• Accessible for adults to engage with alone 
• Prompting self-reflection and learning

Parents of children (grades 1-6) 

Target Audience 5



• Feedback 
• Finding a design 

that worked 
• Taylor Cruz’s 

zine “AI For 
Whose Good?”

• The Public’s “An 
Introduction to 
Zines”

Proof of Concept 

Creative Process

Final Product

Proof of Concept 

Final Product
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• Cut-outs 
• Cartoon elements 
• Short sentence

• Children’s book 
design elements 

• Bright colours 
• Activities 
• Additional resources 

Key Elements
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Using the work of scholars: 
• Finding new ways to implement sources 
• Inspiration from my degree: 

⚬ Sally Wyatt (2021) 
⚬ Nathan Ensmenger (2021) 

Reflection on Writing

• Finding ways to include personal experiences
• Experimenting with tone and voice 
• Producing more questions than answers
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• Engaging in a process of unlearning
• Resisting dominant narratives of data 

and the ways knowledge is mobilized 

Closing Thoughts

Treating this zine as chapter #1! 







Unlinking the Chain:
 A Guide to Breaking Data 

Linkages and Protecting Your 
Privacy

By: Zeina Abouchacra
CMSTMM 720: Data Cultures, A. Zeffiro









Original Digital Inspiration New DIY Inspiration 

(Allied Media Projects, 2017)

(City of Portland, 2022) (CrimethINC, 2002) 
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The Lesbian Bar Project: 
Archival Activism at Work  

• Founded in 2020

• Became a 3-part Roku series in 2022

• Currently: only 32 bars remain across the 
United States

Why TLBP?
• Collaboration with the purpose of 

preserving histories and narratives

• The archive as a resistance tool 

Scan to Visit 
TLBP’s Website



“It is not a nostalgia for the ideal past, but for the present 
perfect and its lost potential.”

- Svetlana Boym in The Future of Nostalgia (2001)



The Archive as an 
Activist Methodology

• Reclamation of histories and narratives
 

• Resistance against harmful policies, rhetoric, 
and erasure

• Establishing social ties and community 
connections

• Refusal to allow hegemonic decisions of 
what is “worthy” of preservation

• Mobilization of research and knowledge – 
accessibility as a critical activist tool 
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Making Research Accessible: 
Zines as Mobilization 
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OpportunitiesLimitations

Finding Purpose in Research Creation
When academic work is made for academia, alone, we risk

• Accessibility
• Diversity of contributions
• Increased inter-community knowledge & information gaps

Limitations
Opportunities when using research-creation strategically:

• The zine as an archive, itself
• Wider range of representation
• Community engagement 

Opportunities



Celebrating Resilience in Archival Activism

• Difficulties in accessing data and information
• Risks of hate, violence, bad faith
• Painful histories are hard to engage with constantly 

• Painful pasts = part of the archive
• Online communities are data and archives themselves
• Accessibility of archives can inspire contribution 

AND YET…



Why Sustain?
sus.tain (verb)
to undergo or suffer 
something unpleasant
“They sustained a severe 
injury”

sus.tain (verb)
to strengthen or support 
either physically or 
mentally
“The thought sustained 
them through hard 
times”



Discussion


