
Winter 2026: Upcoming Workshops

Register for Upcoming Workshops: https://u.mcmaster.ca/scds-workshops

Data Analysis Support Hub
January 29: Introduction to Data Analysis with SPSS; 
Conducting Meta-Analysis for Systematic Reviews Using R

February 4: Introduction to REDCap for Electronic Data 
Collection

February 5: Visualizing Your Data: Creating Effective Plots 
with ggplot2 in R

Do More with Digital Scholarship
February 6: Create a Digital Exhibition with Omeka S

Research Data Management
February 19: Communities Empowered by Data 
101: Tools and Best Practices

May 12: Data Management Plan Bootcamp (In-
Person)
May 19: Data Deposit Bootcamp (In-Person)

Digital Research

February 11: Visualizing Bibliometric Networks 
with VOSviewer

February 9: Rethinking “Good” 
Data: Power, Vulnerability, and 
Queer Data Care 

February 25: Build Your Own 
Chatbot: Local Applications in 
Generative AI on your Laptop

https://u.mcmaster.ca/scds-workshops
https://u.mcmaster.ca/scds-workshops
https://u.mcmaster.ca/scds-workshops




Streamline Your Research 
Materials Photos

Danica Evering, Research Data Management Specialist

Subhanya Sivajothy, Data Analysis & Visualization 
Librarian

January 27, 2026



Land 
Acknowledgement

McMaster University is 
located on the traditional 
territories of the 
Mississauga and 
Haudenosaunee Nations. 
Settlers have 
responsibilities under the 
Silver Covenant Chain 
Wampum, part of the 
1764 Treaty of Niagara.

Georgia Kirkos, “Campus Winter Snowfall 

2023,” January 23, 2023, McMaster 
University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada 
https://brand-resources.mcmaster.ca/asset-

bank/action/viewAsset?id=58512&index=199
&total=939&view=viewSearchItem 
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Code of Conduct, Session Recording, & Privacy

Code of Conduct: The Sherman Centre and the McMaster University Library are committed 
to fostering a supportive and inclusive environment for its presenters and participants. Please 
refer to our code of conduct webpage for more information: scds.ca/events/code-of-
conduct 

Session Recording: This session is being recorded with the intention of being shared publicly 
via the web for future audiences. In respect of your privacy, participant lists will not be shared 
outside of this session, nor will question or chat transcripts. Questions asked via the chat box 
will be read by the facilitator without identifying you. Note that you may be identifiable when 
asking a question during the session in an audio or visual format.

scds.ca/events/code-of-conduct
scds.ca/events/code-of-conduct
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Certificate Programs

The Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship Certificate of Attendance

The Sherman Centre’s certificate program recognizes attendance at our workshops. It 
complements degree training, supports the development of critical competencies in data 
analysis, research data management, and digital scholarship, and formalizes core skills 
fostered by our workshops.

Participants are invited to attend seven workshops and receive a certificate of attendance. To 
verify your participation in today’s workshop, we will provide a code and additional 
instructions at the end of the session. 

You can learn more about the certificate program at scds.ca/certificate-program

The Canadian Certificate for Digital Humanities

This workshop is also eligible for the Canadian Certificate for Digital Humanities. To learn 
more about the certificate, visit ccdhhn.ca. You can also contact local liaison Alexis-Carlota 
Cochrane at scds@mcmaster.ca

http://scds.ca/certificate-program
http://scds.ca/certificate-program
http://scds.ca/certificate-program
http://ccdhhn.ca


Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship

Subhanya Sivajothy, MI Danica Evering, MA

Background in 
environmental 
humanities, 
science and 
technology 
studies and data 
visualization!

MA in Media 
Studies, excited 

about data justice, 
community research, 

+ connecting with 
curious disciplines!
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Learning Objectives

By the end of this workshop, you will:

• Use Tropy to organize, annotate, analyze, and manage large research image collections.

• Select appropriate metadata and implement documentation and tagging systems.

• Integrate Tropy with Zotero and Omeka to cite archival sources and enhance the impact of 
your research and digital exhibitions.
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Information or materials 
that are used as evidence 
in research and scholarly 
work.

What counts as 
“research data”?

Toronto Co-ordinating Committee to End the War in Vietnam, poster, 26 March 

[1966], William Ready Division of Archives and Research Collections, Canadian 
student social and political organizations collection, CC-BY-NC 2.5 
https://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A5614   
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Research Data Management activities

Planning

Knowledge
Sharing

Data collection 
and analysis

• Creating a data management plan
• Finding existing data 
• Obtaining systems and software for managing data

• De-identification of information
• Organizing data efficiently
• Documenting data effectively
• Storing data securely

• Preparing data for archival and sharing
• Publishing data and providing access to 

participants and other researchers
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Pre-Tropy Tips
Developed by Dr. Abby Mullen (Tropy PI) and Dr. Jessica Mack 
(Tropy Outreach Coordinator)

1. Communicate with the archivist

2. Read the finding aid

3. Plan your workflow

4. Take reference photos

5. Over-collect

6. Your phone is totally fine

Abby Mullen and Jessica Mack, “Tropy for Graduate Students,” Tropy, 
October 15, 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yppPfY9Vb48 

Data Management Plans: https://rdm.mcmaster.ca/dmps 
Lacroix, D., & Rao, S. (2020). Data Management Plan for 

Belgians and French in the Prairies (Exemplar). 
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4062484

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yppPfY9Vb48
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4062484
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Open-Source software for organizing research 
photos and archival sources. 

• Helps manage a high volume of archival photos

• Time in between collection and write-up

• Add context to sources via descriptive fields

• Organize and find themes in research with tags 
and lists

• Developed at George Mason University 
alongside Zotero and Omeka.

What is Tropy?

https://tropy.org/
Kevin Patrick Robbins, “Bertrand Russell Archives,” 2018-

09-25, https://brand-resources.mcmaster.ca/asset-
bank/action/viewAsset?id=12510&index=27&total=150&vie

w=viewSearchItem 

MANAGE HIGH 
VOLUMES

SEE THROUGH THE 
MISTS OF TIME

ADD CONTEXTORGANIZE
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Tech Specs
• File Formats: JPG/JPEG, PNG, SVG, TIFF, GIF, PDF, JP2000, WEBP, 

HEIC, AVIF 

• Rights: Copyright law allows for study and research with 
materials. Publishing involves donors, publishers, public domain.
• McMaster Archives Permission to Publish Form

• Storage: Tropy is installed on your hard drive, files can be stored 
on hard drive or cloud storage. 

• Tropy should not be used for: in-depth photo editing, managing 
citations, writing up research, presenting research online.

• Zotero = secondary sources
• Tropy = primary sources

• …or (realtime?) collaborative work.
Documentation: https://docs.tropy.org/

Forum: https://forums.tropy.org/

https://library.mcmaster.ca/forms/application-permission-publish-broadcast-exhibit
https://library.mcmaster.ca/forms/application-permission-publish-broadcast-exhibit
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data
(primary source)

metadata
(data about data)

Describing: title, creator, date, object type (letter, poster, photo), archive, 
collection, record group, box, folder, identifier (DOI, ARK), rights

Organizing: 
• Tags: Canada/Vietnam Friendship Week, genocide, open letter, 27th 

parliament, artist, style, silkscreen paint colour
• Lists: Chapter 3, larger thematic elements
• Sub-images: Zoom in on artist name – “Kalman”
• Notes: Transcriptions, translations, questions (who was in the 27th 

Canadian parliament?

Standardizing: Dublin Core, MIDAS Heritage, MARC, DDI, Encoded Archival 
Description (EAD)  
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Once you've collected and organized all your research photos: 
how will you display them?
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- Open Source
- Large Developer Community
- Good way to learn and 

practice coding HTML
- Customizable 
- Creating Relational Data 

(Omeka S) 
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• Think about the primary audience and 
goal of your Omeka S site and go in with 
a basic outline. 

• Work around a central thesis for your 
digital exhibit. You can keep revising your 
title and descriptions as you work 
through. 

• Practice active curation! Don’t merely 
use it as storage for your photos but be 
intentional about how you select the 
photos, how you choose to display them 
and the context you provide.

• Keep saving your work as you work on 
your digital exhibit and use the preview 
button frequently. 

Tips for Omeka  
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Tropy & Omeka Export 
Walkthrough!
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Tropy to Omeka Plugin

https://github.com/tropy/tropy-plugin-omeka/releases/tag/v2.0.1
https://github.com/tropy/tropy-plugin-omeka/releases/tag/v2.0.1
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Tell us what you think | 
Verify your attendance

Provide feedback on this 
session and verify your 
participation at 
u.mcmaster.ca/post-event

CODE: 
MOURNING CLOAK

Image by Ryan Hodnett, CC BY-SA 4.0 via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mourning_Cloak_(Nymphalis_
antiopa)_-_London,_Ontario_03.jpg

https://u.mcmaster.ca/post-event
https://u.mcmaster.ca/post-event
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